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MOVING BEYOND DIFFERENTCES





Experience Map



Background Information:

In this exercise, students think about their lives, their identities and experiences that have been particularly meaningful in bringing them to who they are now, and in developing their interest in leadership.  The exercise emphasizes “journey” and experiences over time, helping students see the impact of experience on identity formation and on current perceptions.
Procedure:
Part I

In the first part, the teacher explains the exercise and provides students with materials to complete their own maps. 

1) Explain that the class is going to do an exercise to help us think about, illustrate and learn about the paths that have led us to this moment in our lives.  

2) Explain: In this exercise, students will create visual “maps” to help show and explain the paths that have led them to become who they are today. The maps will include students’ families, identities, religious backgrounds, people who have been important in their lives, and key experiences they have had.  

3) Show an example of an experience map. Maps can use words, pictures, or both. Students can put in critical moments or events, challenges or joys, rough roads and smooth roads, mountains, valleys, water, deserts, etc., to illustrate what the experience of the journey has been like for them. 

4) Acknowledge that because our histories are very complex, these maps are only one small way to understand where we’ve come from, and encourage students to share as much as they are comfortable sharing.   

5) Students will work on their experience maps individually, and then the whole class will create an “Experience Gallery.”  Each student will each have an opportunity to present their map to the class.

6) Hand out paper, markers, collage materials (magazines, etc) and any other materials you want students to use.  You may have students bring pictures from home as well.

7) For the rest of the session, you can have students work on making their experience maps as complete and representative as they like.

Part II

Each student will present their Experience Map, explaining what the map shows and the meaning of each element for their lives. The maps will then be posted, creating the Experience Gallery in the classroom.

1) Explain that each student will be presenting their Experience Maps in class today. Remind students to be respectful of each other and create a safe space together. 
2) Invite each student to share his or her Experience Maps, one at a time.  Students will have a chance to ask questions at the end.

3) Post the maps around the classroom when students are done presenting. Invite everyone to walk around and see the maps up close.
Discussion and Reflection

After all the students have had a chance to walk around and see their classmates’ maps, discuss the following questions as a group:

· What did you notice? 

· What was the drawing experience like? 

· What did you learn from your own map?

· What did you learn from other maps?

· What connections do you see between the maps? 

· What differences do you see between the maps?

























Activity Excerpted from the Tanenbaum Curriculum COEXIST 





Time Needed:


20-40 minutes





Preparation:


Prepare your own Experience Map as an example to present to students.  








Materials:


Flipchart Paper, Markers and Other Decorative Materials





Objectives:


Increasing student self awareness, reflection, and pride;


Exploring the role of experience and history in conflict and conflict resolution generally.








Grades:


3-12
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